
  1 THE WITNESS:  Decatur, Alabama.

  2 THE CLERK:  Thank you.

  3 DEBBIE ANTHONY,

  4 called on behalf of the petitioner, having been first 

  5 duly sworn, was examined and testified on her oath as 

  6 follows:

  7 DIRECT EXAMINATION

  8 BY MS. SMITH:

  9 Q Good morning.

 10 A Good morning.

 11 Q Ms. Anthony, where are you employed?

 12 A I work for a large beauty supply in Decatur, 

 13 Alabama.

 14 Q How long have you been there?

 15 A One year.

 16 Q And what is it that you do there?

 17 A I manage the store.

 18 Q Do you know the petitioner, Robin Myers?

 19 A Yes.

 20 Q How do you know him?

 21 A He is my ex-husband.

 22 Q And how long have you known him?

 23 A I met him when I was 15, so about 28 years.

 24 Q And do you remember when you met him?

 25 A Yes, I do, when I was 15.
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  1 Q What year was that?

  2 A I want to say it was in '77.

  3 Q And how old was he when you met him?

  4 A 17.

  5 Q And can you describe the circumstances under 

  6 which you met.  

  7 A I just met him after school one day.

  8 Q Did you date Mr. Myers at some point?

  9 A Yes.

 10 Q And how long did you date him?

 11 A Probably for about a year.

 12 Q Did you eventually get married?

 13 A Yes, at 17.

 14 Q And he would have been?

 15 A 19.  

 16 Q Were you going to school still when you got 

 17 married?

 18 A Yes.

 19 Q And what grade were you in?

 20 A I was in the 11th.

 21 Q Was Mr. Myers in school?

 22 A No.

 23 Q Do you know when he left school?

 24 A No, I don't.

 25 Q Do you know where he attended school when he 
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  1 was going to school?

  2 A I think it was in Newark somewhere.  I'm not 

  3 sure.  

  4 Q Do you know what kind of classes he would 

  5 have been in while he was in school?

  6 A I imagine -- I'm not sure.

  7 Q You referenced him as your ex-husband?

  8 A Yes.

  9 Q When did you divorce?

 10 A In '95.

 11 Q And why did you divorce?

 12 A I wanted to just go on with my life.

 13 Q And had something happened?  Were you 

 14 separated for some reason?

 15 A He was incarcerated.

 16 Q Have you since remarried?

 17 A Yes.

 18 Q And to whom are you currently married?

 19 A Timothy L. Anthony.

 20 Q And what does Mr. Anthony do?

 21 A He is a medical technician at McBee Medical.

 22 Q How long altogether were you married to 

 23 Mr. Myers?

 24 A 11 years.

 25 Q Did you live with him at some point before 
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  1 your marriage?

  2 A No.

  3 Q During the time that you were dating, how 

  4 often would you see him?

  5 A Every day.

  6 Q You spent a lot of time together?

  7 A Every day.

  8 Q At some point did you and Mr. Myers have 

  9 children?

 10 A Yes.  When I was 17, I had my son.

 11 Q Did you have other children?

 12 A Well, we have four together.

 13 Q Give me the names and ages of your children.

 14 A Robin is 27, Karen is 23, Deon is -- he will 

 15 be 22, and Darrin is 20.

 16 Q And the first child was born when?

 17 A '79.

 18 Q After you married, where was it that you 

 19 lived?

 20 A We stayed with my mama for a little while, 

 21 about three months, and then we moved in with his mom 

 22 for about a couple of months.  Then we got our own 

 23 apartment.

 24 Q To your knowledge did your husband ever live 

 25 by himself?
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  1 A No.

  2 Q Did you work outside the home at any point 

  3 during your marriage?

  4 A While we were married.

  5 Q What kind of jobs did you have?

  6 A I worked at restaurants, á la carte Deli.  I 

  7 worked there for four years.  Then I left there and 

  8 went to Romeo's Pizzeria.

  9 Q So in addition to your income, did the family 

 10 have other income?

 11 A Robin worked for a little while.

 12 Q At some point after you got married was your 

 13 family on any kind of support?

 14 A Yes.  We was on welfare.

 15 Q How was it that you were able to obtain those 

 16 benefits?

 17 A Because I wasn't making enough.  And when I 

 18 applied for it, it was because he was sick with his 

 19 skin rash, and he wasn't able to work.

 20 Q Was there some kind of process for getting 

 21 those benefits?

 22 A Yes, there was.  I had to sign a lot of 

 23 papers.

 24 Q And who would have filled those papers out?

 25 A I did.
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  1 Q And why did you do that as opposed to him 

  2 doing it?

  3 A Because he couldn't read them.

  4 Q At some point during the time that you knew 

  5 Rocky, either when you were dating or when you were 

  6 married, did he have a job?

  7 A Yes.

  8 Q Let's take the first period first.  When you 

  9 were dating, did you know him to work?  Did he have a 

 10 job?

 11 A Oh, no.  I'm sorry.  I misunderstood the 

 12 question.  No, he wasn't working when I met him.

 13 Q Anywhere?

 14 A Not as far as I know of.  He was over at my 

 15 house every day.

 16 Q Certainly at the time that you said he began 

 17 dating he was old enough to have a job?

 18 A Yes.

 19 Q He would have been what, 17?

 20 A 17.

 21 Q And after you married, did he have employment 

 22 of some sort?

 23 A Yes.

 24 Q Can you describe for me some of the types of 

 25 jobs or the specific jobs that he had?
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  1 A After we got our own apartment, he applied 

  2 for a job across the street for labor, which was 

  3 sorting rags.  It was called "The Rag Factory."  It 

  4 was on Freeman Street, and that's where he had the 

  5 first job that I know of.

  6 Q Was that a full-time job?

  7 A Yes, it was.

  8 Q And you said it was located where in 

  9 proximity to where you lived?

 10 A Right across the street.

 11 Q How did you describe the work he was doing?

 12 A He sorted the rags at The Rag Factory.  They 

 13 would just sort the rags, and I guess they would send 

 14 them off to make comforters or whatever.  It was just 

 15 materials.

 16 Q Did he get a job after that?

 17 A Yes, he did.  He worked for Laycon or 

 18 Lakeland.  I'm not sure of the name.  That's what it 

 19 sounds like, Laycon or Lakeland.  He worked there, 

 20 also.  And the reason why I know is because I had to 

 21 fill out his application.

 22 Q What did he do at Laycon?

 23 A Just laborer.  Wherever he worked it was 

 24 laborer.

 25 Q Do you know specifically what kind of work he 
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  1 was doing?

  2 A No.

  3 Q Going back to the first job at the Rag 

  4 Factory, how long did that last?

  5 A It lasted not too long, probably about a 

  6 month or so.

  7 Q And the second job at Laycon?

  8 A That one lasted -- I'm not sure.  It was so 

  9 long ago, maybe six months or so.  I'm not sure.

 10 Q Did he have any other jobs?

 11 A He worked for -- I got him a job with a 

 12 contractor, a mason contractor, named Bob.  I don't 

 13 know his last name.

 14 Q How was it that you were able to get him that 

 15 job with Bob?

 16 A He was one of my regular customers at the 

 17 á la carte Deli where I worked at.

 18 Q So it was based on word of mouth?

 19 A Yes.

 20 Q And do you know what he did for Bob?

 21 A He filled the sandmaker for them to lay the 

 22 sidewalks, the pavement.

 23 Q Did he do anything beyond that as far as you 

 24 know?

 25 A Not as far as I know.
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  1 Q And how long did the job with Bob last?

  2 A I think that one lasted about two years.  Bob 

  3 had that nervous condition, so he couldn't lift the 

  4 heavy bags of sand that my husband could lift.  That's 

  5 why he told me he needed somebody that could do some 

  6 heavy labor.

  7 Q And do you know why the job with Bob ended?

  8 A Because it got -- his illness got terminal.

  9 Q Whose illness?

 10 A Bob's illness got terminal and he just quit.  

 11 In other words, my husband didn't have a job anymore 

 12 because the job had closed.

 13 Q You mentioned three jobs.  Were there any 

 14 others?

 15 A Not as far as I know.  In New Jersey those 

 16 are the only ones I know.  But when we moved to 

 17 Decatur, he worked at Wayne Farms for a little while, 

 18 too.

 19 Q And what type of business is Wayne Farms?

 20 A It's where they cut up chickens.

 21 Q And do you know what he did at the chicken 

 22 plant?

 23 A He just worked on the deboning line where 

 24 they just cut the chickens.  And the last job that I 

 25 remember he had before he got locked up was at the 
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  1 cotton gin.

  2 Q And what did he do at the cotton gin?

  3 A Just packed down cotton.

  4 Q Was it anything beyond just packing cotton?

  5 A No.

  6 Q During the time that you were married to 

  7 Rocky, Mr. Myers, did he actively seek employment when 

  8 he was not working?

  9 A Yes, he was.

 10 Q Did he look for jobs?

 11 A Yes, he did.

 12 Q When he would look for those jobs if they 

 13 required an application of some sort, how would he 

 14 manage completing the application?

 15 A I would fill them out.

 16 Q Did you do that routinely for him?

 17 A Yes.

 18 Q Was there ever a time that he went to a job 

 19 that required an application that he filled out 

 20 himself?

 21 A No, not as far as I know.

 22 Q Were there jobs that he got that did not 

 23 require an application?

 24 A The one with Bob.

 25 Q Is that the only one?
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  1 A Yes, that was from me.

  2 Q Is that the only one?

  3 A Yes.

  4 Q As far as you know based on your own personal 

  5 knowledge, did any of the jobs he had require him to 

  6 be able to read, count, or follow really detailed 

  7 instructions?

  8 A No.  Not as far as I know, no.

  9 Q And would you have been in a position to know 

 10 that?

 11 A No.

 12 Q What the job required in terms of skills?

 13 A No.

 14 Q Any of that information about the particular 

 15 skill level of a job for which he was applying, would 

 16 that have been on the application you filled out in 

 17 terms of what it is they wanted him to do and what his 

 18 experience had been?

 19 A No, not on none of the applications.

 20 Q None of the applications asked for that 

 21 information?

 22 A No, ma'am.  I just know all I put down on it 

 23 was laborer.

 24 Q That is what you routinely put as his skill 

 25 set, laborer?
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  1 A Uh-huh.

  2 Q Now, we talked about a couple different jobs 

  3 in Newark and in Decatur.  How was it that your 

  4 husband typically got to work?

  5 A Walked, took the bus.

  6 Q Who was it who made sure that Rocky got to 

  7 work on time or got where he needed to be on time?

  8 A I would wake him up every morning.

  9 Q Do you know whether your husband could read?

 10 A He couldn't read.  I do know that.

 11 Q And how do you know he couldn't read?

 12 A Because when our son was in the third grade, 

 13 there was things he couldn't -- he couldn't help our 

 14 son with his homework.

 15 Q Was there anything he could read?

 16 A Just easy four-letter words.  He couldn't 

 17 even read the word science or something.

 18 Q Anything more complicated than that?

 19 A Anything more complicated than that, he 

 20 couldn't do it.

 21 Q Were there things during your marriage or 

 22 during the time that you were dating him that you 

 23 explained to him or that he asked you to explain to 

 24 him?

 25 A Just where he would be, what department he 
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  1 would be working in, the name of the place that he 

  2 applied.  He just brought the applications and told me 

  3 some of the words he couldn't understand.  I can't 

  4 remember if it was Lakeland or Laycon.  He didn't know 

  5 the name because he couldn't read it.

  6 Q During your acquaintance and later marriage 

  7 to Rocky, Mr. Myers, did y'all attend church?

  8 A Yes, we did, all the time.  Whenever it was 

  9 church time, we went there.

 10 Q Did any of the church activities involve 

 11 Scripture reading or Bible study of some sort?

 12 A Yes, we had Bible study.  We had Scripture 

 13 reading, but he never had to do any.  He would sit by 

 14 me, and I would read what the pastor was preaching on 

 15 to him.

 16 Q Do you know whether he was able to write?

 17 A He couldn't spell.

 18 Q So were there things, then, that you wrote 

 19 for him?

 20 A Just filling out the applications.  That's 

 21 all.

 22 Q Did Mr. Myers love his kids?

 23 A Yes, he did.

 24 Q Did that mean necessarily that he was able to 

 25 take care of their day-to-day needs in terms of 
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  1 feeding, bathing, getting them up and dressed, things 

  2 of that nature?

  3 A Yes, he could, but I did it all.

  4 Q You did those things?

  5 A Yes.  He just would help clean the house.

  6 Q Was that his only area of responsibility as 

  7 far as household responsibilities were concerned?

  8 A Yes, because he couldn't do much of anything 

  9 else because we was in an apartment.  Nothing else to 

 10 do, cut the grass or anything like that.  And I 

 11 wouldn't let him cook because he tried to cook mashed 

 12 potatoes one time, and he messed that up real bad 

 13 because he couldn't read the box.

 14 Q Let's skip to meal preparation.  Did you 

 15 depend on him at all for any kind of meal preparation 

 16 for you or the kids?

 17 A No, not after that.

 18 Q Well, were there times that you left him with 

 19 the kids where he was responsible for making sure they 

 20 got fed?

 21 A I think sometimes he would make some TV 

 22 dinners or something like that before he took them to 

 23 my mom's house.

 24 Q So preparation of the TV dinners, what did 

 25 that require?

18



  1 A Just put them in the oven.

  2 Q Was he able to do that?

  3 A Uh-huh.

  4 Q Now, you referenced your children.  You have 

  5 four children?

  6 A Yes.

  7 Q And homework, difficulties with homework?

  8 A Yes.

  9 Q Were your children in the regular educational 

 10 classes or special education classes?

 11 A My --

 12 Q Initially?

 13 A Special education.

 14 Q Even from the beginning?

 15 A My oldest son was from kindergarten.

 16 Q So he is in special education?

 17 A Uh-huh.

 18 Q Which child was it that asked your husband 

 19 for assistance with homework?

 20 A My oldest son.

 21 Q So when you referenced earlier that he 

 22 brought home homework assignments to his father for 

 23 assistance at the third- or fourth-grade level and 

 24 your husband was not able to assist with those, would 

 25 those have been special education homework 
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  1 assignments?

  2 A Yes.  I forgot what it's called, Chapter Five 

  3 or something like that, special ed classes.

  4 Q Do you recall what kinds of homework 

  5 assignments they were?

  6 A Science, English, language, math, all the 

  7 basics.

  8 Q If your husband proved unable to help your 

  9 son with his homework assignments, who would then step 

 10 in to do that?

 11 A I did.

 12 Q And were you able to assist with the 

 13 homework?

 14 A Yes, I was.

 15 Q Did you have any difficulty doing that?

 16 A No.

 17 Q I don't think we have talked about it yet.  

 18 What is your level of education?

 19 A I have my GED.  I came out in the 11th grade 

 20 because my mom couldn't keep my son for me anymore in 

 21 the mornings.

 22 Q Your mom, how much of the responsibility for 

 23 caring for your children did she assume while y'all 

 24 were still living in Newark?

 25 A In New Jersey.  We stayed in New Jersey.
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  1 Q Right.

  2 A Basically after I left, he would take them to 

  3 my mom's.

  4 Q At that time how many children are we talking 

  5 about?

  6 A We're talking about four.

  7 Q So he would take all four children to your 

  8 mom's house?

  9 A Uh-huh.

 10 Q And she cared for them during the day?

 11 A Uh-huh.

 12 Q Did your husband ever plan activities for the 

 13 family, like vacations or events?

 14 A No.

 15 Q Who did the shopping in the household during 

 16 your marriage?

 17 A I did.

 18 Q Why was that?

 19 A Because he couldn't read.

 20 Q So what would the typical trip to the grocery 

 21 store entail?

 22 A It would be vegetables, meats, just regular 

 23 meals, just day-to-day meals.

 24 Q Was there ever a time during your marriage or 

 25 in the period before you got married that you sent 
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  1 your husband to the store with a list of things to 

  2 bring home?

  3 A After I had my first son, he wanted to get 

  4 some groceries.  And he brought home vegetables and 

  5 meats and everything, but it wasn't what I usually 

  6 buy.  He brought home pork and beans, just stuff that 

  7 I wouldn't usually buy, a lot of the TV dinners, not 

  8 ground beef and chicken and stuff to make meals.  He 

  9 just bought stuff that was easy so he could fix them.

 10 Q Are you aware of any problems with counting 

 11 that your husband had?

 12 A He wasn't good at math.

 13 Q So what would happen if for instance you gave 

 14 him responsibility for paying for something or going 

 15 to the store and making a purchase of some sort?

 16 A Nothing.  Basically when he got paid, he gave 

 17 me all his money.

 18 Q Did he keep any for himself?

 19 A Probably about 10 or $15.

 20 Q So in terms of household finances, who had 

 21 the bulk of the responsibility?

 22 A I did.

 23 Q And what did that entail?

 24 A The rent, the light bill, because I had to 

 25 fill out money orders to mail off because we didn't 
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  1 have a car to get to these places.

  2 Q So you filled out the money orders?

  3 A Uh-huh.

  4 Q Could your husband have done that had you not 

  5 been there to do it for him?

  6 A No, because he didn't know how to spell 

  7 utilities.

  8 Q Did you ever have to remind your husband to 

  9 do things?

 10 A No.

 11 Q Did you ever have to show him how to do 

 12 things more than once?

 13 A No, just one time.

 14 Q One time?

 15 A Yes.

 16 Q You mentioned awhile ago an incident with 

 17 mashed potatoes, an incident where there was a mistake 

 18 about mashed potatoes.  Can you describe more fully 

 19 what that was about.

 20 A He misunderstood measures.  He thought he was 

 21 supposed to put four cups of water.  He put four cups 

 22 of water, and it turned out to be soup instead of 

 23 mashed potatoes.  

 24 Q Were these prepackaged potatoes?

 25 A Just instant potatoes that you add water to 
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  1 and it makes potatoes.

  2 Q The type of potatoes that he would have been 

  3 using, were there instructions on the package?

  4 A Yes, on the box.

  5 Q As far as you can recall, was there more than 

  6 one step that was required to prepare the mashed 

  7 potatoes properly?

  8 A Yes.  It needed butter, and he didn't put 

  9 that in there.

 10 Q Are you aware of any hygiene problems or 

 11 issues your husband had before or after your marriage?

 12 A No.

 13 Q None whatsoever?

 14 A No.

 15 Q Are you aware whether he was teased by his 

 16 siblings about anything?

 17 A His brothers teased him a lot about different 

 18 things.  I remember when I was 15 and -- the brothers 

 19 used to have a basement party, they called it.  And we 

 20 was there, and they was teasing him, talking about 

 21 wetting the bed and how he would stay in more trouble 

 22 than they did, just something to be talking about, 

 23 just being brothers.  He was influenced by his 

 24 brothers a lot.

 25 Q Bedwetting was one of the things that he was 
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  1 teased about?

  2 A Uh-huh.

  3 Q Was your husband an adult for the majority of 

  4 the time that you knew him and were around him?

  5 A No.

  6 Q Let's go back to --

  7 A His age?

  8 Q Right.

  9 A He never acted his age.

 10 Q What do you mean he didn't act his age?

 11 A He acted like a teenager.

 12 Q For the entire time?

 13 A He acted like a child because he wasn't 

 14 capable of doing things that a grownup could do 

 15 because he felt insecure because he couldn't read.  He 

 16 just always stayed humble.

 17 Q Was he that way pretty much the entire time 

 18 that you knew him and were around him?

 19 A Yes.  

 20 Q You referenced a couple of different 

 21 problems.  You mentioned problems with reading, 

 22 writing?

 23 A Yes.

 24 Q Counting?

 25 A Yes.
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  1 Q Did he have those problems pretty much for 

  2 the entire time that you were acquainted with him and 

  3 living with him?

  4 A Yes, he did.

  5 Q Did you marry him and stay married to him for 

  6 11 years knowing that he had those problems?

  7 A Yes, I did.

  8 Q Why?

  9 A Because I didn't marry him for smarts.  I 

 10 married him because he was a good person.

 11 Q The problems that you have identified during 

 12 your testimony with reading, writing, and counting, 

 13 did those things get better or worse during the time 

 14 that you were with him?

 15 A No, basically the same.  He just couldn't 

 16 read or write. 

 17 MS. SMITH:  I tender the witness, Your Honor.

 18 THE COURT:  Cross-examination.

 19 CROSS-EXAMINATION

 20 BY MR. MAZE:

 21 Q Are you a little nervous?

 22 A No.

 23 Q Good.  I'm not going to be mean or yell or 

 24 anything.  We just need to understand Rocky a little 

 25 bit better.  Did you testify at his murder trial?
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  1 A Yes, I did.

  2 Q And that was in the penalty phase?

  3 A Uh-huh.

  4 Q Do you remember what you talked about?

  5 A Him as a person.

  6 Q And he was a good person; right?

  7 A Uh-huh.

  8 Q He loved his kids?

  9 A Yes, sir.

 10 Q Did you feel like he loved you, too?

 11 A Yes, sir.

 12 Q He was a good father to his kids?

 13 A Uh-huh.

 14 Q Can you remember and tell the Court some of 

 15 the things that he did for his kids that made him a 

 16 good father.  

 17 A He paid attention to them.  He took them 

 18 outside and played with them.  Every time they got 

 19 sick, he went to the hospital with them when I had to 

 20 take them.

 21 Q What kind of games did they play outside?

 22 A Football.

 23 Q He liked playing football?

 24 A Yes.

 25 Q That was his favorite sport?
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  1 A Oh, yes.

  2 Q Would he watch it on TV?

  3 A Oh, yes.

  4 Q He would go outside and throw with them?

  5 A Uh-huh.

  6 Q At the times that Rocky didn't have a job, 

  7 did he take the kids to school when you were working?

  8 A Yes, he did.

  9 Q How far was the school?

 10 A Just around the corner.

 11 Q So did he walk them to school every day?

 12 A Uh-huh.

 13 Q Did he also go to pick them up every day?

 14 A No, he didn't pick them up.  I would pick 

 15 them up.

 16 Q You drove them home?

 17 A We never had a car.

 18 Q Okay.  But he would walk them to school every 

 19 day?

 20 A Yes.

 21 Q Were you usually gone at that time?

 22 A No.  I worked in the mornings.  I would get 

 23 ready for work.  I had to be at work at 9:00.

 24 Q What time did school start?

 25 A Probably about 7:45 or something like that.
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  1 Q But he was good about taking the kids every 

  2 day to school?

  3 A Yes, when he wasn't working.

  4 Q Okay.  I was reading some of the things that 

  5 people said about Rocky before the trial, and I'm 

  6 going to read a couple of these to you.  A former 

  7 neighbor in Decatur described Myers as a real good man 

  8 who really cared about his kids.  Would that be pretty 

  9 accurate?

 10 A Yes, sir.

 11 Q One other neighbor in northwest Decatur said 

 12 he was a good neighbor who never caused any problems.  

 13 Is that pretty accurate?

 14 A Yes, sir.

 15 Q Another individual who knew the subject for 

 16 several years from the New Jersey area stated he 

 17 always knew Myers to be a good father and a sensitive 

 18 guy.  Is that pretty correct?

 19 A Uh-huh.

 20 Q So all of these people are pretty accurate 

 21 when they say that he was a well-known and well-liked 

 22 guy who loved his kids?

 23 A Yes, sir.

 24 Q You never had a problem with him and the 

 25 kids?
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  1 A No, sir.

  2 Q Did y'all ever celebrate the kids' birthdays 

  3 when they were growing up?

  4 A Oh, yes, sir.

  5 Q Did he buy them presents?

  6 A Yes.

  7 Q And he knew when it was their birthday and it 

  8 was time to get them something?

  9 A Yes.

 10 Q What did y'all do at the birthday parties?

 11 A Just play music and let them dance and go to 

 12 his mom's house, to my mom's house, just let everybody 

 13 celebrate with us.

 14 Q Now, you said earlier that he took your kids 

 15 to your mom's house on occasion.  How far away was 

 16 she?

 17 A She was probably about three blocks away.

 18 Q And he would walk them over there as well?

 19 A Uh-huh.  But later on she moved into the same 

 20 building we lived in on Freeman Street, so she was 

 21 right upstairs for a little while, too.

 22 Q He was a very good father about birthdays.  

 23 Did he remember your anniversary and do things for 

 24 you?

 25 A Yes.
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  1 Q He did?

  2 A Uh-huh.

  3 Q So he was a good husband to you?

  4 A Yes, sir.

  5 Q He usually got you a present each year on 

  6 your anniversary?

  7 A Yes.

  8 Q Do you remember what some of those might have 

  9 been?

 10 A I got a watch.  I got a ring.  I got a pair 

 11 of shoes and a dress one year.

 12 Q Did he pick those out on his own without your 

 13 help?

 14 A No, he got them with his grandma.

 15 Q So he would know it was time for your 

 16 anniversary, and he would get someone to help him pick 

 17 out a gift?

 18 A Uh-huh.

 19 Q Was it usually things you liked?

 20 A Yes.

 21 Q Did Rocky typically get the kids to school on 

 22 time every day?

 23 A Yes.

 24 Q So the kids didn't have a problem missing 

 25 school?
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  1 A No.

  2 Q And you said that early on some of your kids 

  3 were in some -- was it special education classes?

  4 A Yes.

  5 Q How are they doing now?

  6 A Well, three of them did not graduate.  And 

  7 that's probably because of the trial, but it's also -- 

  8 my oldest son, he didn't want -- he was under a lot of 

  9 pressure because they found out that he had LD, which 

 10 was a learning disorder, and he just gave up.

 11 Q But all in all, they had at least the ability 

 12 at some point to learn how to read?

 13 A Oh, yes.  I have one now that's in Chapter 

 14 Five.  He has narcolepsy, which is slow brain waves, 

 15 so he's in classes now, also.

 16 Q And the kids, they don't miss school.  They 

 17 go pretty much every day?

 18 A Oh, I get them to school.

 19 Q Do you stay in contact with Rocky now?

 20 A No.

 21 Q Does he ever call your house?

 22 A He used to call all the time.

 23 Q Is that so he could talk to you and the kids?

 24 A Yes.

 25 Q So he was still a good father even once he 
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  1 was in jail?

  2 A Yes, sir.

  3 Q Did he call maybe on their birthdays or 

  4 special times, or was it only when they would give him 

  5 a chance to call?

  6 A Only when they would give him a chance to 

  7 call.

  8 Q But he remembered your phone number and 

  9 called you?

 10 A Yes.

 11 Q I read something else where he also helped 

 12 keep, I believe it was your sister-in-law's kids -- is 

 13 that correct? -- or some other kids.  I don't remember 

 14 exactly where that was?

 15 A Well, we would keep my sister's kids when 

 16 they would go out to the clubs.

 17 Q Your sister?

 18 A Yes.

 19 Q So he would kind of watch over her kids and 

 20 your kids?  

 21 A We would both be there, yes.

 22 Q Because you trusted him because he was a good 

 23 father?

 24 A That's right.

 25 Q You also said earlier that he could clean the 
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  1 house.  It wasn't very big; it was an apartment, but 

  2 he could help clean the house?

  3 A Yes.

  4 Q Is that like vacuuming and dusting?

  5 A We didn't have a vacuum, but we swept the 

  6 floors and would clean up.

  7 Q So y'all kept the place pretty clean?

  8 A Uh-huh.

  9 Q And you had signed an affidavit earlier that 

 10 said that he cooked simple meals like hamburgers, hot 

 11 dogs, chicken, and tried to do powdered mashed 

 12 potatoes.  He didn't get it right, but he tried to.

 13 A Yes.

 14 Q And he could cook microwave dinners?

 15 A Yes.

 16 Q What kind of microwave did you have?

 17 A Just the one that you turn the dial to the 2 

 18 or to the 3 and push.

 19 Q So he knew about how many minutes it needed 

 20 to be cooked?

 21 A Uh-huh.

 22 Q And he would put it in, and he would learn 

 23 from that?

 24 A Yes.

 25 Q You also said earlier that if you told him 
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  1 once how to do something, he usually would get it 

  2 right after that?

  3 A Oh, yes.  All I had to do was show it to him, 

  4 yes.

  5 Q Like this particular dinner needs to be 

  6 cooked for 5 minutes.  Then in the future he could put 

  7 it in the microwave, put it on 5 minutes, and it would 

  8 cook right?

  9 A Uh-huh.

 10 Q So that's probably why he liked to buy the 

 11 microwave meals because it was something he understood 

 12 how to do?

 13 A Yes.

 14 Q Do you remember the day that you moved to 

 15 Alabama?

 16 A It was in July in '89 we moved to Alabama.

 17 Q How did you do that?  Was it a 

 18 bus? U-Haul? train?

 19 A It was a bus.

 20 Q It was by bus?

 21 A Yes.

 22 Q So you packed up yourself and Rocky and the 

 23 kids?

 24 A Yes.

 25 Q Did he help you pack?
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  1 A No.  I packed it, my mom and me.

  2 Q Whose decision was that to come down?  Was it 

  3 yours or his?

  4 A It was mine.

  5 Q It was yours, and he agreed with you?

  6 A Yes, sir.

  7 Q Was that because you basically had a better 

  8 place to stay?

  9 A Basically, yes.

 10 Q I read earlier he said that one of the big 

 11 reasons was that there was a lot of drug problems in 

 12 New Jersey and he was trying to get away from that?

 13 A Yes.

 14 Q Is that correct?

 15 A That's true.

 16 Q And, initially, he was able to stay out of 

 17 drugs to begin with in Decatur?

 18 A Yes.

 19 Q And he did that, I would assume, because he 

 20 wanted to be a good father and a better husband?

 21 A That's right.

 22 Q You said that once you moved to Alabama he 

 23 didn't really have any hygiene problems?

 24 A No.

 25 Q So he was able to bathe and brush his teeth, 
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  1 simple things like that?

  2 A He had a skin condition called "eczema."  And 

  3 when he started working at the chicken house, the 

  4 chicken juice was breaking him out because he broke 

  5 out all over his body.  And when that acted up, it 

  6 smells like raw blood.  It's real bad.

  7 Q And he knew that he needed to take care of 

  8 that because --

  9 A Yes.  But it takes at least three months for 

 10 it to completely -- the smell and all to clear.

 11 Q Is there some sort of medication he needs to 

 12 take for that?

 13 A They were giving it to him by mouth, and they 

 14 would give him a shot, but it takes -- it's a long 

 15 period of time before it clears up.

 16 Q Did he have to go to the doctor for those 

 17 shots?

 18 A Yes, he did, dermatologist.

 19 Q So he knew about how often he needed to go 

 20 have that done?

 21 A I took him, yes.

 22 Q We heard testimony yesterday that as a kid he 

 23 would wet the bed and that his siblings would make fun 

 24 of him.  That's true, isn't it?

 25 A Yes.
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  1 Q He grew out of that, didn't he?

  2 A I was 15 when they were teasing him and he 

  3 was 2 years older than me, so I don't know when he 

  4 stopped.

  5 Q But when you moved to Alabama and you and the 

  6 kids lived together with Rocky, he had stopped by that 

  7 point?

  8 A Yes.

  9 Q And didn't have that problem after that?

 10 A Uh-uh.

 11 Q It sounds to me like once you got married and 

 12 had the kids you kind of cleaned him up a little bit?

 13 A That's possible, yes, sir.

 14 Q I just want to go down the list of jobs that 

 15 I believe we said Rocky had when he moved to Alabama.  

 16 One was at Wayne Farms, which I think is a Perdue or 

 17 ConAgra chicken plant, and he would basically debone 

 18 chickens; right?

 19 A Yes, that's what they did.  I don't know what 

 20 his job was.

 21 Q That's where he worked?

 22 A Yes.

 23 Q I think you said Underwood Construction?

 24 A Yes.  I think that's the cotton gin.

 25 Q And the cotton gin is where he was working 
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  1 last right before he got arrested?

  2 A Yes, sir.

  3 Q And he worked for Bob.  I don't remember 

  4 Bob's last name, but Bob the contractor?

  5 A I don't remember, either, yes.

  6 Q And that was two years, doing odd jobs, 

  7 whatever Bob needed?

  8 A Yes.

  9 Q I forgot.  How did you say that ended, why 

 10 after two years?

 11 A Bob had -- it had become terminal.  He wasn't 

 12 able to do his -- he didn't have control of the wheel 

 13 or he couldn't drive.

 14 Q So it wasn't anything that Rocky did to Bob.  

 15 It wasn't because he couldn't do the job.  It was 

 16 because Bob couldn't run the business anymore?

 17 A Yes.

 18 Q I know at one time you worked at Shoney's.  

 19 Did he work there at some point, too?

 20 A No.

 21 Q He told some of our doctors that he worked at 

 22 Ryan's Steakhouse as a dishwasher very shortly?

 23 A I think he did.  It wasn't long at all.

 24 Q And I think he told them that he worked there 

 25 for a very short time because he got mad when they 
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  1 fired his brother, that he had quit because of that?

  2 A I don't know.

  3 Q Do you remember him ever working at Decatur 

  4 General Hospital for a very short time?

  5 A No.

  6 Q You said earlier that everybody in the 

  7 community -- and we read some of the things they 

  8 said -- everybody liked Rocky?

  9 A Uh-huh.

 10 Q Was he pretty good at communicating with his 

 11 neighbors?  Everybody liked to talk to him?

 12 A We basically would see people.

 13 Q Did he talk to the people at church when you 

 14 went to church on Sunday?

 15 A Yes.

 16 Q So everybody at church liked him, too?

 17 A Uh-huh.

 18 Q Can you describe how you met Rocky.  I think 

 19 you said you met him after school?

 20 A How I met him, I kind of liked his -- I was 

 21 liking his brother.  And then when I saw him, I 

 22 started liking him, but I saw him after school.  I'm 

 23 saying after school.  He was outside after school.

 24 Q This kind of sounds silly.  Did he put any 

 25 moves on you or any kind of lines to try to pick you 
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  1 up?  Apparently he liked you, too.

  2 A No, he just said, "Don't like my brother 

  3 Russell.  Like me."  That's all.

  4 Q And that worked because you did like him?

  5 A Yes.

  6 Q You said earlier that Rocky loved to play 

  7 outside with the kids?

  8 A Yes.

  9 Q What other kind of things did he do when he 

 10 had leisure time?

 11 A They would watch TV and basically -- because 

 12 they was -- they wasn't big kids.  The only one that 

 13 was the oldest was my oldest son, and that's basically 

 14 the one he could play football with.  The other ones 

 15 was too little.  He was 5 years older than all the 

 16 rest of them at that time.

 17 Q Rocky and your oldest son, they understood 

 18 kind of the rules of the game pretty good, at least 

 19 enough to play outside?

 20 A Uh-huh.

 21 Q And he understood the game well enough that 

 22 he could watch it on TV?

 23 A Yes.

 24 Q Did he have a favorite team?

 25 A New York Giants.
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  1 Q I'm going to have to go into some things that 

  2 aren't very nice, but we have to go into them.  We 

  3 have got reports that Rocky started taking marijuana 

  4 at age 12 and cocaine at 15.  Does that sound about 

  5 right to you?

  6 A I don't know.  I met him when he was 17.

  7 Q At the time that you met him did you know 

  8 that he was doing those sort of things?

  9 A No, not when I met him.

 10 Q When did you find out?

 11 A It was right after I had my son, after we got 

 12 married.

 13 Q And that was when you were still in New 

 14 Jersey?

 15 A Yes.

 16 Q And that was, again, one of the reasons -- 

 17 MS. SMITH:  Objection, Your Honor.  This 

 18 examination is outside the scope of direct examination 

 19 and irrelevant to the adaptive skills.  

 20 THE COURT:  Overruled.  

 21 Q And that was one of the reasons you both 

 22 decided that you needed to move away was because of 

 23 the drug problems?

 24 A Yes, sir.

 25 Q The same people that we had read from 
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  1 earlier, also some of them had heard about the 

  2 problems he started having in Decatur.  I'm going to 

  3 read some.  The neighbor that said he was a real good 

  4 man that cared about his children also said he 

  5 observed after a while that he eventually started 

  6 associating with a bad crowd, the kind of crowd you 

  7 knew were big on crack.  Did you find out at some 

  8 point that Rocky had started hanging out with the 

  9 wrong crowd, kind of a cocaine crowd?

 10 A I found out when we moved to Decatur, but it 

 11 was probably a year after we had got there, probably a 

 12 year after we had got there.

 13 Q He was clean for a while, but for some reason 

 14 he got back into it?

 15 A Uh-huh.

 16 Q Do you know how often he would do drugs once 

 17 he got back into it?

 18 A I don't know how often because he never 

 19 changed.

 20 Q Did he try to hide it from you and the kids?

 21 A I believe he did.  I believe he did.

 22 Q Some of the other things -- and, again, these 

 23 are not things that I like to talk about, but we have 

 24 to -- some of the other crimes that he committed, back 

 25 in New Jersey he was convicted -- what year did you 
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  1 meet Rocky?

  2 A I met him in '77.

  3 Q '77.  In 1980 in New Jersey he was convicted 

  4 of stealing a vehicle and larceny, and in 1981 he was 

  5 convicted of assault and then again for burglary.  Did 

  6 you know about these convictions?

  7 A No, I didn't.

  8 Q You didn't.  You don't know any of the facts 

  9 of the crimes?

 10 A No, I don't know if -- he wasn't never taken 

 11 away from me.  If they locked him up and let him out 

 12 while I was at work, I never...

 13 Q So he tried to hide these things from you, 

 14 too?

 15 A Yes, sir.

 16 Q After you moved to Alabama before the current 

 17 crime occurred, in 1990 he was convicted of theft of 

 18 property.  Do you remember that?

 19 A Yes, I do remember that.

 20 Q Do you remember what it was he stole?

 21 A I think it was a truck from the job where he 

 22 worked at.  I think that's what it was.  I didn't 

 23 know, like I said, till the next day.

 24 Q And that wasn't part of some big crime ring.  

 25 He just did that on his own?
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  1 A Uh-huh.

  2 Q Did they take that truck back away from him 

  3 at some point?

  4 A I don't know.

  5 Q At the trial he admitted that he had stolen 

  6 two other vehicles as well while he had been in 

  7 Alabama.  Were you there for that?

  8 A I don't know.

  9 Q You missed the first part of the trial, 

 10 didn't you?

 11 A Uh-huh.

 12 Q You just came in for the second part?

 13 A Yes, sir.

 14 Q To your knowledge you don't remember him 

 15 stealing these other vehicles?

 16 A No, sir.

 17 Q So he wasn't very open about it?

 18 A No, sir.

 19 Q And to your knowledge he wasn't involved in 

 20 some big crime ring where he would steal and give them 

 21 to other people?

 22 A No.

 23 Q He just went out and stole them on his own?

 24 A I guess so, yes, sir.

 25 Q Do you remember the events of the crime that 
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  1 we are here for now when he committed the murder?

  2 A I don't know anything about that night.  I 

  3 have always worked, so I never knew.  And at the time 

  4 that that had happened, I had got off at 5:00 that 

  5 morning.  I was a chef at Shoney's, and I worked the 

  6 breakfast bar that morning.

  7 Q So he had not talked to you about this ahead 

  8 of time?  

  9 A No, sir.

 10 Q From your understanding and what you know, 

 11 it's something he did on his own?

 12 A From when he left the morning -- the morning 

 13 that he got locked up, that was the first thing I 

 14 heard about it.

 15 Q I'm going to show you something that has your 

 16 signature on it.

 17 MR. MAZE:  May I approach?

 18 THE COURT:  Sure.  

 19 Q It's an affidavit that you signed earlier, 

 20 and it's just your declaration where you say a lot of 

 21 things you've said again here today.  Do you remember 

 22 signing that?

 23 A Uh-huh.

 24 Q Did you type out the words on this, or did 

 25 someone do that for you?
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  1 A Someone did it for me.

  2 Q And they just handed it to you, and you 

  3 signed it?

  4 A Uh-huh.

  5 MR. MAZE:  We pass the witness, Your Honor.

  6 THE COURT:  Redirect.

  7 REDIRECT EXAMINATION

  8 BY MS. SMITH:

  9 Q Ms. Anthony, the declaration or affidavit 

 10 that was just shown to you, have you read that 

 11 document?

 12 A Yes, ma'am.

 13 Q Have you seen it before today?

 14 A Yes.

 15 Q And before you signed it, did you read it?

 16 A I looked it over, yes.

 17 Q And do you have any basis today for 

 18 disagreeing with anything that is in that?  Is that 

 19 the truth to the best of your knowledge?

 20 A That's the truth to the best of my knowledge.

 21 Q And nobody forced you to sign that document?

 22 A No.

 23 Q You did that voluntarily?

 24 A Yes.

 25 Q And willingly?
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  1 A Yes.

  2 Q You talked about some things with the State's 

  3 attorney, your anniversary for instance.  Do you know 

  4 how it was your husband would call significant dates 

  5 like your wedding date or your anniversary?

  6 A Basically, I would just say "happy 

  7 anniversary" when we woke up.

  8 Q And to the best of your knowledge that 

  9 prompting is what prompted him to know it was a 

 10 significant date?

 11 A Yes.

 12 Q You mentioned, also, birthday parties for 

 13 your children?

 14 A Yes.

 15 Q Who was it that put the party together in 

 16 terms of making appropriate arrangements?

 17 A I did.

 18 Q For food, refreshments?

 19 A I did.

 20 Q Did you ever have other kids come to the 

 21 parties?

 22 A Yes.  

 23 Q Who would invite the other kids?

 24 A I did.  It was my nieces and nephews.

 25 Q So it was family-type events?
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  1 A Yes.

  2 MS. SMITH:  I release the witness, Your 

  3 Honor.

  4 THE COURT:  Any other questions?

  5 RECROSS-EXAMINATION

  6 BY MR. MAZE:

  7 Q You said that Rocky would buy presents for 

  8 your anniversary and for the kids' birthdays.  Did he 

  9 usually have those by the day of the party like for 

 10 the kids' birthday, or did he get them later?

 11 A He got them on the day of the birthdays.

 12 MR. MAZE:  Nothing further.  

 13 THE COURT:  Any other questions?

 14 MS. SMITH:  No, Your Honor.

 15 THE COURT:  Thank you, ma'am.  You may be 

 16 excused.

 17 MR. SCHNEIDER:  Excuse me, Your Honor.  

 18 Before she leaves, may we tell her that you will have 

 19 a letter for her employer?

 20 THE COURT:  Right.

 21 Call your next witness.

 22 MS. PUZONE:  The petitioner calls Dr. Charles 

 23 Golden.

 24 THE CLERK:  State your full name for the 

 25 record, please.  
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