
ROBIN D. MYERS, 2-563 
Holman Correctional Facility 
P.O. Box 3700 
Atmore, AL 36503 

UNITlED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
NORTrHI3RN DISTRICT OF ALABAM 

NlDRTHEASTERN DIVISION 

ROBIN D. MYERS, 1 
1 

Petitioner, 1 
1 

vs. 1 Case No. CV-04-C-618-NE 
) 

DONAL CAMPBELL, Comrr~issioner, 1 
Alabama Department of Corrections, 1 

1 
Respondent. ) 

I, John Grant, declare ;is follows: 

1. I was employeti as a School Social Worker in the Orange Public Schools 

in Orange, New Jersey from 1966 through 1970. From 1970 to 1976,I taught Social 

Studies at Orange Xgh School. From 1977 through 2004, I was a School Social Worker 

in the Orange Public Schools. I retired in 2004, but continue to work as a substitute 

teacher. 

2. I have a B.A. i n  psychology from Rutgers University in New Bms~vjck, 

New Jersey and a Masters Degree in student services from King College in Union, New 

Jersey. 

3. In 1978, I was a member of the Child Study Team ("CST"). The CST 

classified students who were in need of special education services and developecr" 

educational plans for them. I have reviewed the documents marked RM 97 - 108. This 



is a report prepared by the CST about Robin Myers for purposes of classifying him, 

placing him in an appropriate academic program and developing an educational plan for 

him. The report indicates that we conducted a re-evaluation of Robin who had already 

been classified as needing sper:ial education services. I remember Robin and recall that 

other children in his family also had learning problems. 

4. , Prior to the 1970's, many schools, including those in Orange, New Jersey, 

over-classified minority and poor children as mentally retarded. During the 1970's, when 

Robin was evaluated and clas::ified, there was a push not to classlfy minority and poor 

students as  mentally retarded. We were encouraged to classify these students as 

neurologically impaired or perceptually impaired. Therefore, it is likely that a minority 

student could have been functioning as mentally retarded, but not have been classified as 

such. 

5. Robin was placed at Ro-Sher Academy because he needed a small 

classroom setting. Ro-Scher Academy was a private school approved for use by the State 

of New Jersey. Ro-Scher Academy was for students who were functioning as 

academically mentally retarded. 

6 .  The records I rzviewed indicate that Robin suffered from significant 

co,htive impairments. As I ~ecall, he was functionally mentally retarded. In the 1970's 

in the Orange, New Jersey scf~ool system, the term "mentally defective" was synonymous 

with "mentally retarded." Today, Robin would be classified by the school as mentally 

retarded. Were it not for the push not to classify poor and minority students as mentally 

retarded, Robin would have been formally classified as mentally retarded by the CST in 



7 .  In the 1970's in the Orange school system, the term "mentally defective" 

was synonymous with "mentally retarded." 

I declare under penalty cf perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 

~xecuted:' May 18,2006 

Witness 


