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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
NORTHI3RN DISTRICT OF ALAlBAMA 

N0S;:TWEASTERW DIVISION 

ROBIN D. MYERS, ) 
1 

Petitioner, 1 
) 

vs. 1 Case No. CV-04-C-618-NE 
) 

DONAL CAMPBELL, Commissioner, 1 
Alabama Department of Corrections, ) 

) 
Respondent. ) 

DECLAIIATION OF JEFFREY MYERS 

I, Jeffrey Myers, declare as f;:lllows: 

1. I am 46 years old. Robin ('Rocky") Myers is my younger brother. 

2.  I am the second and 1t.ocky is the fourth of ten children born to my mother, 

Lorraine Woodson. The first nine crf these children, including Rocky and I, were fathered by 

John Myers. Rocky and I lived in the same house from the time he was born until our parents 

separated when I was twelve and Reeky was ten. Rocky stayed with our father for about a year 

and a half to two years while I went .:o live with our mother. Rocky then came and lived with 

me, my mother and our siblings. I then lived with Rocky from the time I was fourteen and he 

was twelve until I moved out of the house when I was eighteen and Rocky was sixteen. I lived 

with Rocky for fourteen years. 

3. My mother had my oldest brother, John Jr., less than two months after her 



fifteenth birthday in 1957. She gave '3irth again in 1959, 1960, 1961, 1962, 1963,1965, 1966, 

1968, and 1971 and was pregnant fo: most of my childhood and Rocky's childhood. In all, she 

gave birth ten times before age 30. She had difficulty caring for me and my siblings because of 

her many pregnancies. 

4. My father John was an alcoholic. My father was often out of work and the family 

subsisted on welfare. One welfare ct.eck supported my parents and nine children. 

5 .  My father never sat dc~wn and taughtus how to act. He played with us kids and 

was more of a child himself. My father never helped me with my homework, never read me a 

book and never took any interest in my schooling or that of the other children. 

6. I never saw my father read and do not believe that he could read. He could not 

help his children with their homework. 

7. My parents argued a : ot and my father beat us when we misbehaved. He 

reprimanded us by beating us with a belt. 

8. When I turned eightem, my father took me to a bar and got me drunk. 

9. Our family did not have a lot of money and, while we always had a place to live, 

often there was not enough money to buy proper food. Very often we lived on grits, powdered 

milk, powdered eggs and corn flakes. 

10. My sister, Crystal Myers, died of a brain aneurism at age 1 1. 

1 1. My brother, Kim Myli:~~, died while incarcerated. It is my understanding that he 

died of an aneurism. Kim died at agl: 25. 

12. My brother, John Myers, died of a rare blood disease on March 20,2006. 

13. When we were growi.~g up, I did not want Rocky to hang around with me and my 



friends because he was slower than we were. 

14. When Rocky was seFrl:n or eight, he was not able to dress himself in the same way 

as other kids that age. Our mother 'had to lay his clothes out for him because he could not figure 

out how to put together clothes that matched. When Rocky was approximately twelve, our 

mother stopped laying out his ~10th~::;. After that, Rocky often dressed in clothes that didn't 

match. 

15. Rock was not good at sports because he could not understand anything but the 

simplest ruies. For example, if he played basketball, he understood that he was supposed to get 

the ball in the basket, but he could r~ot understand other rules of the game, including rules about 

double dribbling, foul shots etc. Rocky could not understand these rules when he was a teenager. 

I did not want him on my team becanise he had very poor coordination. 

16. If we watched a football game on TV, Rocky could not understand it. 

17. I never saw Rocky read and I do not believe that he could read. 

1 8. I believe that he shoil Id not have been promoted in school. I believe that he was 

only promoted for social reasons. I Iaow that he went to a special school because he was slow. 

19. Rocky wet the bed and was known as "Rock Pissy." 

20. I never saw Rocky cook. I do not believe he understood how to use a stove or to 

cook. This was true even into his l:ite teens. 

21. Rocky never had a driver's license. I do not believe that Rocky could have passed 

the written test to get a license. He tried to drive but was not a good driver. Rocky could not 

follow a series of directions and he could not read a map. Other kids the same age could do all 

of these things. Rocky stood out because he was unable to do these things. 



22. After Rocky got married, it is my understanding that his wife, Debbie and her 

mother, ran the household. I do not believe that Rocky could have lived on his own. I do not 

believe that Rocky could have held down a job, paid bills, taken care of meals, etc. Rocky did 

not have the capacity to take care of tiimself, even as an adult. 

23. I only knew Rocky to nave one job. He worked as an assistant to someone who 

did construction and masonry work. It was manual labor. I do not believe that Rocky could hold 

down a job. The only jobs he could perform involved simple manual labor. For example, I know 

that Rocky could not read a tape measure. 

24. 1 preferred to hang out with my brother Russell, who is a year younger than 

Rocky, because he was more mature .ban Rocky. 

25. Rocky played the drums for the church choir. However, he could only play the 

easiest songs and was never able to read music. Our brother John often had to step in for him. 

26. Rocky was not able to take care of himself the way that other kids his age could. 

For example, I observed Rocky d r i n l c  bleach when he was 8 or 9 years old. He did not 

understand that it was dangerous drink bleach. 

I declare under penalty of pe.rjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed: South Orange, New Jersey 
May 27,2006 


